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THE EARLY EXPLORERS 
By Eric B. Whitehouse, B.A., LL.B. (Melb.) 
Read at a Meeting of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland 
at Newstead House on 28 April 1977 
When we speak of the early explorers of the Australian 
coastline we are dealing with the days of sail. The early North 
Queensland navigators had their courses determined by the 
winds. 
This is why the Dutch, having rounded the Cape of Good 
Hope and sailing in the zone of the Roaring Forties, were carried 
east and found the coast of Western Australia and I don't doubt 
that the Portuguese 90 years earlier used the same trade winds to 
find the same coast. On the other side of the continent in the 
northern part of our area, the south-east trades blow day and 
night at Thursday Island from April to October at 25 knots, and 
it was to be these trade winds which prevented the Dutch from 
getting through Torres Strait from west to east — although the 
Portuguese did — and these winds carried the early Spanish 
navigators who had come around Cape Horn north beyond New 
Guinea, and up to Guam and the Philippines. Even Torres, 
caught by the S.E. trades, could not in 1606 clear the Louisades 
and so sailed through the Strait that bears his name. 
These difficulties show the skill of Cook and the luck of the 
storm off New Zealand which enabled him to fill in the missing 
link and in 1770, sail up the east coast of Australia, and confirm 
the existence of Torres Strait long doubted by the Dutch. 
Marco Polo, as recorded by his fellow prisoner Rusticiano of 
Pisa, wrote of Java Major, the largest island in the world, with a 
circumference above 3000 miles. The ancient Egyptians, Phoeni-
cians and Greeks and after them the Chinese and Japanese knew 
something of a large land mass situated in the region of the Aus-
tralian continent. Old maps show coastlines that have some 
resemblence to parts of Australia. Records indicate that not only 
the northern but the eastern coast of Australia was known to 
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beche-de-mer fishermen 2000 years ago, and Holthouse refers to 
a Chinese porcelain map made in 1477 which shows the east 
coast of Australia. Bearing in mind the Phoenician voyage of 
23,000 miles circumnavigating Africa as commissioned by King 
Neches of Egypt about 600 B.C. and told by Herodotius in 450 
B.C., all things are possible. 
Recently, the New Zealander, Professor Barry Fell of Harvard 
University has found in many places on the Atlantic coast of the 
United States and in the Mississippi Basin, ancient writings 
carved in stone which clearly show that the Iberian Celts from 
Spain and Portugal and also the Phoenicians and Egyptians were 
settled in those areas 2000 years before Columbus was heard of, 
and the early American history must be re-written in the light of 
this latest information. 
PACIFIC EXPEDITION 
Professor Fell also tells of an Egyptian expedition of six galleys 
which sailed from Alexandria down the Nile and through the 
Canel of Darius into the Red Sea — across the Indian Ocean, call-
ing at West Iran, through Torres Strait and across the Pacific call-
ing at Fiji, Pitcairn Island and then on to Peru in search of gold 
for Pholemy III. That was in 239 B.C. under the Lybian Admiral 
Ratu and his 21-year-old navigator Captain Maui. They sp>ent 
eight years voyaging across the Pacific and there were 250 men 
in the expedition. Professor Fell maintains that the Maoris are 
descended from the progeny of this expedition. In 1909 an Egyp-
tian coin of this period was found near Cairns. The writer has 
been unable to find out the details. The New South Wales 
archeologist-historian Rex Gilroy has claimed that the Egyptians 
were at Gympie but at the time of writing this pap>er this is com-
pletely unproved. Professor Fell does expect later this year to 
examine certain carvings that have been found in West Iran and 
he is confident they will prove his theory as he has found a 
means of franslating these old writings. 
The Ancients always talked of a Great South Land — perhaps 
they too visited it and maybe, even North Queensland. Our 
searches must go on in view of the American, West Iran and 
Australian discoveries. 
HENRY THE NAVIGATOR 
For untold centuries spices, silks and exotic stones had come 
via the caravan routes of Asia, but with the rise of the Turkish 
Empire, these trade routes had been cut and the normal Euro-
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pean supply was in jeopardy or cut ofi. Western Europe was in 
real trouble and had to find new supplies from the Isles of Spices, 
possibly by a new sea route. 
The challenge was taken up by the then two great sea powers, 
Portugal and Spain. Henry the Navigator of Portugal pressed his 
sailors to sail south round Africa. He was the great personality 
behind this move and he is of importance to Australia and par-
ticularly to North Queensland, for the Portuguese sailors were 
the first navigators to reach and chart the western, northern and 
eastern Australian coasts — and in particular North Queens-
land. 
According to Dr. K. G. Mclntyre, this took place during two 
secret Portuguese Government-sponsored voyages of discovery. 
The one to Western Australia is thought to have taken place in 
1525 and to have been led by Gomez de Sequeiro but nothing is 
known about this expedition. The other, and to us the more 
important took place in 1522 (250 years before Cook) and was 
led by Cristo De Mendonca with a fleet of three caravels — not to 
be confused with Alvaro de Mendana who sailed from Peru in 
1595. De Mendonca sailed through Torres Strait and down the 
east coast of Australia, landing at Cairns and Botany Bay, then 
around Victoria to the vicinity of Warrnambool and also down 
the east coast of New Zealand, charting all the way on a secret 
voyage of which nothing was published, but this is not 
unnatural for it was in Spanish territory. 
But who was Henry the Navigator? He had close connections 
with the English Court for his mother was Phillipa, elder 
daughter of John of Gaunt Duke of Lancaster, third son of 
Edward III who had been in Gascony pushing his wife's claim to 
the throne of Castile. Phillipa's brother was Henry Bolingbroke, 
who deposed his cousin, Richard II (son of the Black Prince) and 
ruled England as Henry IV from 1399-1413. 
Phillipa herself taught her four sons religion and general 
education, and their father taught them the laws of chivalry and 
the use of arms. Wishing to win their spurs in the tradition of the 
Crusades, the four boys urged their father to render a service to 
God to push back the Moslems. 
The Moslem Empire extended down the west African coast 
and was serviced by caravan routes. Henry suspected the 
Moslem world was weak at its limits, and he wanted to check 
this so he could attack the Moslems by ship through the back 
door. That is why he established his School of Navigation and 
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Map-making at Sagres on Cape St. Vincent in southern Portugal. 
He wanted to teach his unskilled captains astronomy, the basis of 
navigation by the North Star and mathematics to calculate dis-
tances. Navigation was a skill highly developed by the Moors. As 
Spain and Portugal drove back the Moors they took over the 
Moorish universities and their personnel where these skills and a 
study of the old Greek classics existed, and among those who 
came to Sagres was Jufuda Cresques, son of the leader of the 
Catalan School of Cartographers. He came to escape the Jewish 
persecution. The six-volume work of Ptolemy with associated 
maps was obtained in Constantinople in 1400 by Palla Strozzi, a 
Florentine pation, was translated first into Aramaic and then 
Latin in 1409 after being lost to the world for over 1000 years. 
Ptolemy lived in Alexandria (138-189 B.C.) and was the great 
mathematician, astronomer and geographer of his day. His 
system of the universe was accepted throughout Christendom 
and the Arab world until Copernicus in 1543. Ptolemy's maps 
fixed the position of 8000 places by a system of latitude and 
longitude. 
Henry was to spend a fortune on his arsenal and School of 
Navigation, which developed the quadrant for observing the 
altitude of the polar star and the sun to find the latitude, and 
later tables of the sun's declination which corrected the readings. 
In fact he died in debt in 1460 at the age of 70 years. He was 
patient with his mariners and their terrible suspicion of 
unknown places, particularly the area beyond Cape Bojodor on 
West Africa where they expected to fall off the flat earth. But in 
1434 Gil Eannes rounded this feared point. 
The early explorers went forth to battle for Christianity and to 
make conquests at the same time. Their form of Catholicity we 
find very hard to understand today. They were sincere in their 
beliefs and gave their lives fighting for them. We should bear this 
in mind when thinking of Henry the Navigator, the immediate 
people around him, and those explorers who were so religious 
on one side and yet savages on the other. The same holds true of 
the Spanish, Dutch and English. 
THE PORTUGUESE 
In 1481 John II became King of Portugal. He set out to carry on 
the tradition of exploration started by his great-uncle, Henry the 
Navigator. He organised two expeditions; the first under a 
soldier of fortune, Pedro De Covilham who was to find the 
source of the spice frade. De Covilham spent a year learning 
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Arabic in Northern Africa then travelled to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean to Constantinople, Alexandria and Cairo. Then down the 
Red Sea to Aden and on to Calicut in India and to Goa. He also 
told King John in his letier that if Portuguese ships could round 
Africa they could sail a few hundred miles north and meet Arab 
ships in Sofala in modern Mozambique. De Covilham wanted to 
break the Arab monopoly of the eastern trade and turn it over to 
the Portuguese. He returned to the Persian Gulf and Cairo and 
went to Ethiopia, where he died an old man. 
The second expedition of King John II was to organise 
Bartholomew Diaz to press further south and round the Cape of 
Good Hope in 1488. In doing so he charted more than 1400 miles 
of new African coastline. 
John II was succeeded in 1495 by Manuel the Fortunate, and 
he in 1497 organised a fleet under Vasco Da Gama, who in May 
1498 reached Calicut. After three months Da Gama received a 
letter from the local king setting out terms of trade with Portugal. 
The gate was now open for trade with India. 
The second Viceroy sent to India by Manuel was the great 
Albuquerque who was Viceroy for six years from 1511. He 
decided to capture the great Malay seaport of Malacca, the centre 
of the Indies trade, and it seemed likely that Albuquerque got his 
information about Malacca from the Italian adventurer Ludovic 
Di Varthema, who had left Italy in 1502. Di Varthema travelled 
overland to India, Ceylon, Burma, Malacca, Sumatra, the Moluc-
cas, and to the Banda Islands, due west of Torres Strait and 500-
600 miles north of Darwin. Di Varthema returned via Borneo 
and Java and in 1508 gave a full report to the Portuguese. Like De 
Covilham, this man was to be the forerunner and pointer for 
Portuguese trade and exploration and must have told the Por-
tuguese about the great continent to the south. For as soon as 
their position was consolidated they moved to Goa, Ceylon, 
Malacca, and the Moluccas and Timor, which was just west of 
the Great Meridian, and in 1522 and 1525 made their charts 
showing accurately Java La Grande, up the north west Aus-
tralian coast and down the east Australian coast as far as Vic-
toria though they deliberately displaced their discoveries by 25 
degrees west to bring it within Portuguese territory. (See map, 
Cilento & Lack, Triumph in the Tropic^. 
Early in the 1600's there was an outbreak of anti-semitism 
against the Jewish bankers and merchants in Portugal, and that 
was the beginning of the end of the Portuguese domination of 
the Indies. 
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Map of Jave La Grande, 1542 
THE SPANISH SAIL WEST 
The Spaniards were also pressing westward. Columbus, a 
Genoese, after failing to be given a ship by Portugal, was 
employed by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain. In 
1492 he crossed the Atlantic to the West Indies. Balboa crossed 
the Isthmus of Panama in 1513 and discovered the Pacific. 
Magellan, captain of one of the 16 ships in the first Portuguese 
fleet to visit Malacca, visited the Moluccas (while on Da Gama's 
second voyage in 1502). On returning to Europe he became 
annoyed at not being given a position of preferment, and when 
accused of frading with the Moors, a terrible crime in those days, 
he renounced his citizenship and went into the service of Charles 
V of Spain. He suggested to the Spaniards that the Moluccas 
were east of the Great Meridian and so were in Spanish territory 
and not west in Portuguese territory. The Spaniards set up an 
expedition for Magellan of five ships to check this. In 1520 he 
passed through the sfraits that bear his name, sailed on to Guam 
and then discovered the Philippines which he annexed in the 
name of Spain. He was killed on Cebu in a battle in 1521. Only 
one of his ships and a few sailors returned to Spain which went 
on to colonise and Christianise the Philippines. 
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With the new exploration of the Portuguese and the Spaniards 
and the accompanying rivalry over territories, these two 
Catholic countries had referred the matier for arbitration by the 
then Pope, Alexander VI, the Borgia who drew a line a hundred 
leagues west of the Azores. This line proved unsatisfactory to 
both sides so they negotiated, and by the Treaty of Toedesillas in 
1499 fixed on a new line 370 leagues west of the western-most 
island of the Azores at 51 degrees west longitude, which crossed 
the Pole and became 129 degrees east longitude. Spain's territory 
ran west from the Great Meridian and included the Americas 
except Brazil, which fell in Portuguese territory east of the line. 
The Portuguese also got India and the East Indies to the 
Moluccas and Western Australia. The rest of Australia, including 
Queensland, fell in Spanish territory, although the Spanish 
never actually reached Australia; but one of three navigators, 
Torres, in 1606 sailed through Torres Strait on his way to the 
Philippines which were retained by Spain. 
The Dutch did not accept this line of the Great Meridian, but 
strange to say, the English did. When they established Melville 
Island they claimed the east coast of Australia and back to the 
Great Meridian as recounted by Mclntyre. 
THE DIEPPE MAPS 
Between 1536 and 1566 nine wall maps and atlases of the 
world were produced by the Dieppe map-makers for Henry I of 
France. These were grafted maps which showed the Portuguese 
charts of the west and east coasts of Australia which had been 
stolen from the Portuguese, on an existing map of the area and 
Mclntyre says this was the Carta Anonima Portugesa now in the 
library of Wolfbuttel in Germany near Hanover. Matthew Flin-
ders said of these Dieppe charts "the directions given to some 
parts of the coasts approaches too near the truth for the whole to 
be marked by conjecture alone". 
In 1508 King Emanuel I of Portugal decreed that all maps, 
charts, log-books and journals must be handed over to the 
Marine Archivist of Casa da India in Lisbon, under pain of death. 
This was part of the policy of silence. Unfortunately the Casa da 
India, with its fabulous contents of charts and maps, was com-
pletely destroyed in the great Lisbon earthquake in 1755. 
I am not prepared to come into the controversy on the 
genuineness of the Dieppe Maps, which after the Dutch were 
regarded as museum pieces for 200 years. I accept Lack and 
Cilento's explanation (1959), and the whole matter has been so 
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much more thoroughly covered by Mclntyre in 1974. But they 
are of fundamental importance in understanding the history of 
North Queensland. Mclntyre suggested that the French had a 
spy, possibly a clerk, in Casa da India, and he copied the chart of 
north western Australia which is more detailed than the other of 
the east coast. 
Sharp, in his Discovery of Australia says there are nine maps — 
that by Desliens dated 1541. The Dauphin map of 1542-6, he 
says, was attributed to Pierre Desceliers or Jean Rotz (or Ross), a 
pilot of Dieppe, who was pilot to Henry VIII of England from 
1542-1547; he gave Henry a copy of the map; P. Desceliers was a 
priest of Argues. Both Rotz and Desceliers were ardent map-
makers. In the Dauphin map, lave and Java la Grande are equiva-
lent to the 'Lytil Java' and the 'Londe of Java' in the Rotz map. 
Mclntyre shows with Deslien's map how the north coast of 
Java became the north coast of Arnhem Land and the north coast 
of Sumbawa which had been charted became the north coast of 
Cape York Peninsula. And he points out that in this map one can 
clearly make out Cape York, Princess Charlotte Bay, Cape Melvi-
lle, Cooktown Harbour, Cape Grafton and the Barrier Reef in the 
area now under discussion. I suggest Cook or Sir Joseph Banks 
had a copy of this map in 1770. 
For convenience, I record the maps and their dates as given by 
by Mclntyre, and realise that Sharp and Herve, National 
Librarians of Paris, do not agree with the number of nine maps 
nor the dates, but I think it is convenient to have these set out: — 
Dauphin 
Jean Rotz 
Desceliers 
Vallart 
La Testa 
Desliens 
1536 
1542 
1546 and 1552 
1547 
1555 
1565 
All of these have a small Gulf of Carpentaria. A similar map 
made by that giant of geography, Wytfliet showed a Gulf of Car-
pentaria with a width of 1000 miles; but we must remember it 
was not till 1761, the time of Cook, that the chronometer was 
invented which enabled navigators to determine distances of 
longitude with exactness. Cook had a chronometer on his second 
voyage to the Pacific in 1772. 
We cannot ignore the times in which the early Australian dis-
coveries were made, and it is as well to see such discoveries in the 
light of the European situation as it existed, for these modern 
123 
Australian discoveries were made by Europeans. Henry VIII of 
England became King in 1509 and died in 1547. Michaelangelo 
finished painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in 1512. 
Charles V was Holy Roman Emperor, to be succeeded in 1556 by 
his son Phillip II of Spain, who reigned until 1599. 
England had to be in the act. Henry VIII now had a copy of the 
maps and his Venetian Cabot sailed west to the Isles of Spice in 
1497 and found Newfoundland! In Elizabeth's day Drake set sail 
with five ships, including his Golden Hind. Like Magellan, only 
one of his fleet got back, but different from Magellan, it was 
loaded with booty. In 1580 Drake passed through the Straits of 
Magellan and after attacking the Spanish cities in Chile and Peru 
and the Spanish treasure ships, reached the area of the present-
day San Francisco. He then crossed the Pacific to the Philippines 
and Moluccas, and went south to just north of Timor, then 
turned to the Cape and returned to England. 
Spain retaliated with the Armada in 1588. The English and the 
weather defeated this mighty crescent-shaped fleet and that was 
the Jbeginning of the end of Spanish sea power. In 1600 Elizabeth 
1 by Royal Charter established the East India Company with 
£10,000,000 of treasure seized by Drake. 
THE SPANISH AGAIN 
Pedro de Gamboa, an h is tor ian , mathemat ic ian and 
astronomer deeply versed in Peruvian Inca legend and history, at 
the Spanish Viceroy's court at Lima in Peru, told of an Indian 
fradition that an Inca, Tupac Yupanqui, returned with gold and 
silver from a long western sea voyage. Acting on these rumours 
the Viceroy financed an expedition led by his nephew, Don 
Alvaro de Mendana who left Callao in 1567 and reached the 
Solomons though not the Great South Land. He named the 
Solomons after King Solomon's mines and hoped that a vast 
amount of gold and silver would be found there, but none was 
found. 
After further pleas at the Spanish court by de Gamboa, and a 
lapse of 18 years, Mendana in 1597 left on a sea voyage with four 
ships and discovered the Marquesas, but he died on this voyage 
and only two of his ships reached Manila with Mendana's 
widow and his chief pilot Pedro Fernandez de Quiros — a Por-
tuguese. 
In December 1605 de Quiros left Peru with three ships and 
reached the New Hebrides, east of the Central Queensland coast. 
He discovered a large land mass with high mountains which he 
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called Terra del Esperitu Santo. Subsequently, Torres in com-
mand of the other two ships, after the ships got separated in a 
storm, sailed around it and proved it was an island. Torres then 
sailed south-west to 60 miles from the Great Barrier Reef (east of 
Mackay), turned north to avoid i t and reached the southern 
shore of New Guinea which he hugged, and threaded his way 
west through the reef-strewn Torres Strait passing in 34 days 
from the New Guinea side down the N.E. (Shipping) Channel 
and finally sailed through Endeavour Strait between Prince of 
Wales Island and the tip of North Queensland. There is some 
doubt as to whether Torres was the first Spaniard to use these 
straits, as there is a Dutch mercantile map dated 1587 which 
clearly shows Torres Strait. 
The Torres story was told by the man in charge of this part of 
the expedition, Don Diego de Pradoy Tovar, who was a military 
engineer by profession, and he left us an account of the voyage 
and maps of New Guinea. His map showing the whole voyage 
has disappeared. Certain it is that many Spanish wrecks are sunk 
in the eastern end of the strait and there are some legends of 
Spanish coins being found at places along the east coast of 
Queensland including Somerset and Port Curtis. 
It is in this period that the Japanese pirate, Tamada Nagamassa 
attacked the Spanish ships in the Torres Strait and was supposed 
to bury his treasure in the caves of Booby Island, at the western 
end of the Strait. 
BEGINNING OF THE DUTCH 
When the Portuguese throne became vacant Phillip II seized it 
in 1580. Spain hoped to take over the Portuguese possessions. 
The Dutch rebelled in 1581. English and Dutch scholars, sailors 
and adventurers had been pilots and map-makers for Portugal 
and Spain. In 1583, Jan Huyghen van Linschoten was a clerk to 
the Archbishop of Goa. In 1589 he returned to Holland and pub-
lished two works — 'Reysgeschrift', a book on sailing directions, 
and 'Itinerario', a travel book, with maps and sketches in which 
he told of the various products to be obtained in the different 
islands of the Indies: sandalwood, nutmeg, mace and pepper. He 
also pointed out the decadence of Portugal. These books were 
just what the Dutch needed for expanding their empire, and off 
sailed the merchants to the East. In 1602 it was decided that these 
merchants should band together and they formed the Dutch East 
India Company, which defeated the Portuguese in the Moluccas, 
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Ceylon, and so on, and they went on to dominate trade in the 
East Indies. The company had only trade ambitions but no 
religious ambitions. 
Six months before Torres discovered the strait Willem Jansz in 
the Dufyken (The Dove) in March and April 1606, after sailing 
along southern West Irian, explored the east coast of the Gulf of 
Carpentaria on the Peninsula and made two landings, at 
Albatross Bay and Cape Turnagain. Jansz's report was not 
encouraging, and the Dutch East India Company which had sent 
him out noted "no good to be done there". 
In 1623 (in the days of James I of England, and the year of the 
Amboina Massacre) Jan Cartensz, supercargo in the Pera, sailed 
completely round the Gulf of Carpentaria which he named after 
Pieter de Carpenter, Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies. 
He was to investigate the possibility of trade with the natives and 
inquire for gold metals and find Torres Sfrait. On this voyage he 
saw snow on the two glaciers of Carstensz' Pyramid, over 16,000 
feet high, in what is now West Irian — the highest mountain be-
tween the Himalayas and the Andes. This snow was not seen 
again by a European for nearly 200 years. Carstensz failed to find 
Torres Sfrait; he failed to recognise what in another age would be 
a fortune in bauxite in the red cliffs of Weipa, and saw only 
naked barbarians and a few rivers. One would need to be as 
familiar with the Gulf and its rivers as Fr. John Flynn, my wife's 
nephew, to recognise the places referred to by Carstensz! This 
area is still h o t dry in season, and deserted. 
Because the Dutch could not get through Torres Strait they, 
according to Dr. J. O'Hagan, the map collector of Brisbane, 
showed New Guinea as joined to Australia and this position 
lasted until Cook passed through Torres Strait in 1770, nearly 
150 years later. 
In 1644 — in the days of Charles I of England and Louis XIV of 
France — the Dutch Governor-General of the East Indies sent 
Abel Tasman (who had found Tasmania and New Zealand in 
1642) to check the existence of a strait to the south of New 
Guinea as shown in the Franco-Portuguese maps, and also to 
check on the eastern coast of New Holland. He was to go 
through Torres Strait down the east coast to Tasmania and home 
to Java via Western Australia. 
Tasman failed to find Torres Stiait. He died in 1645, just in 
time to avoid rebuke from the directors of the Dutch East India 
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Company for unremunerative exploration. "Why bother about 
barren and remote countries inhabited by wild and unprofitable 
savages?" (Cilento and Lack. pp. 17). 
THE FRENCH 
Louis XIV of France was a great king of a great country of 
some 20 million people. He was anxious to push his country to 
its natural boundaries — the Alps and the Pyrenees. He wanted 
to dominate Europe, and this was a period of empire expansion 
in Europe and Asia. 
Since 1066 there had been tremendous rivalry between Eng-
land and France. Marlborough, with his part English, Dutch and 
Austrian army had defeated the French at Blenheim in 1704 and 
forever killed Louis' ideas of dominating Europe. This was con-
firmed in the treaty of Utrecht in 1739 which ended Louis in 
Europe but did not stop French expansion in India and Canada. 
He was to be thwarted in both of these in the Seven Years War, 
out of which England was to emerge as the dominant colonial 
power. France retaliated by assisting the Americans in the War of 
Independence, and so England lost her dumping ground for her 
convicts. 
De Lozier Bouvet around 1740 drew up plans to establish a 
French base in Quiros' Terra del Spiritu Santo, which was 
thought of as being on the coast of north-east Queensland. 
Following on this there was to be several French voyages to the 
Pacific, and the one we are particularly interested in is the one of 
Louis Antoine de Bougainville (1729-1811). He was the only son 
of a notary publique and was a great mathematician, and wrote a 
treatise on the Integral Calculus. 
He was appointed to the French Embassy in London and 
learnt to speak English. In 1756, under the command of Le 
Chevalier de Rigaudiere, he sailed from Brest to Quebec and this 
started his interest in navigation which he fostered on his three 
subsequent crossings of the Atlantic. He was appointed aide-de-
camp of the French leader in Quebec, the Marquis de Montcalm, 
and it is extremely interesting that when Cook charted the St. 
Lawrence he was, in fact directly in front of the French army 
under the command of Bougainville. In the attack in 1759, Wolfe, 
the brilliant English general and Montcalm his worthy French 
rival were both killed in battle and it was Bougainville who 
negotiated the French surrender and the return to France of the 
defeated French forces. 
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On his return voyage on an English ship from Canada, the 
English captain could not believe Bougainville was not a French 
naval officer, because of his knowledge of navigation. He was 
returned to France on parole and forbidden war service. 
Bougainville was now aged 31 years, and was very impatient 
with the situation, but he was bound by his parole. At this stage 
his brother started his interest in geography and he was greatly 
moved by the De Brosses' Histoire des Navigations aux Terres 
Australis. The French had been defeated not only in Canada but 
also in India during the course of the Seven Years War, and 
Bougainville was anxious to do something to lift the French 
spirit by establishing a French colony, so with the help of Louis 
XV he took some colonists to the Falkland Islands at the begin-
ning of 1764, to establish a colony there. 
The English claimed they had been there first and a dispute 
was on; however, the matter was solved when the Spanish 
claimed they had prior ownership under the Papal Bull (1473) of 
Pope Alexander VI. Louis XV admitted Spanish sovereignty, and 
Bougainville had to abandon the Falkland Islands project. Still he 
kept thinking of the great undiscovered South Land and was 
afraid England would take control of the lucrative spice trade. He 
suggested to Louis XV, a keen geographer, that after the official 
handing-over of the Falkland Islands to the Spanish authorities 
he should make a voyage in the Pacific. 
BOUGAINVILLE'S ORDERS 
It is most interesting to read the King's instructions of 26 Octo-
ber 1765, which reads: "In crossing the South Seas to go to China 
he will explore in the Pacific Ocean as much of and as best he can 
the lands lying between the Indies*and the western coast of 
America, of which different parts have been sighted by naviga-
tors and named Van Diemen's Land, New Holland, Carpentaria, 
Spiritu Santo, New Guinea, etc. Since knowledge of these islands 
or continents is very slight it will be worthwhile to perfect i t and 
besides, as no European nation has an establishment on or claim 
to these lands it can only be advantageous for France to explore 
them and take possession of them". 
Bougainville sailed on 1 April 1767 to Rio de Janeiro through 
the Straits of Magellan and into the Pacific, and on 6 April 1768 
arrived at Tahiti in the Society Isles, and was taken by the charm 
of the young women. Actually he arrived some eight months 
after the English Captain Wallis who had called it King George 
the Third's Island. 
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Bougainville stayed about a week in Tahiti and pressed on to 
the 15 degree-16 degree south Latitude to try to find the Great 
South Land. For several days breakers and reefs had been 
sighted, pieces of wood, fruit and seaweed, and the flight of sea 
gulls which convinced him of the proximity of a large land mass. 
He wrote in his journal of 6-7 June: "I believe it runs south-east 
and north-west like the reefs that defend it", and affirms: "This 
land is none other than the eastern coast of New Holland". Bea-
glehole says Bougainville recalled an endless line of shoals and 
rocks on which the sea thundered with great violence. Having 
flown over the area, 1 think Bougainville reached the outer edge 
of the Barrier Reef, because beyond this continuous line as 
described by Beaglehole is the open sea. It is only further south 
that the line of this Outer Barrier is more broken. 
Bougainville's ships were running out of food, and the sailors 
were forced to make a stew out of rats and they had scurvy. So at 
Longitude 146 degrees East and 15 degrees 35 South Latitude he 
turned away when he was only 15 miles off the outer edge of the 
Barrier Reef and 50 miles south-east of Cooktown, and 30 miles 
north-east of Endeavour Reef. Dr. Dowling checked these read-
ings in the original log in Paris, and I had the position worked 
out by the Department of Mapping and Surveying. 
It would have been a different story had Bougainville sailed on 
for a further two hours. He might have found a passage through 
the Reef and on to North Queensland. Suffice it to say that 
Bougainville veered near the island named after him and then on 
to Batavia, Mauritius and Cape of Good Hope, and home to St. 
Malo (France) where he arrived having lost only seven men out 
of the total complement of 232 during his two years and four 
months absence. He became the toast of Paris because Wallis' 
voyage had not been published and Cook had only just set ou t 
so Bougainville was the great man of the Pacific and one must 
consider him as one of the North Queensland Explorers. 
THE ENGLISH 
In 1577-1580 Drake, besides plundering the Spanish, had 
secret orders from Queen Elizabeth to promote trade and pos-
sibly claim new territory. Terra Ausfralis, for England. In 1699, 
the English buccaneer William Dampier, who was a highly 
intelligent man, sailed along the north-west Australian coast. He 
became the first Englishman to set foot in Australia. His reports 
were no more enthusiastic than the Dutch who preceeded him. 
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In 1768 Captain Samuel Wallis, as earlier related, reached Tahiti 
eight months before Bougainville and returned to England with-
out losing a man. 
Captain Cook sailed from Plymouth in 1768 on his famous 
voyage in the 368-ton Whitby collier renamed Eruieavour with. Sir 
Joseph Banks on board after he had paid £1.0,000 toward the cost 
of the voyage. 
The extraordinary thing about the Cook voyage was that after 
his astronomer, Charles Green had observed the transit of Venus 
at the recently discovered Tahiti, he set off on the secret part of 
his voyage to find the new South Land as described in De 
Brosse's Histoire des Navigations aux Terres Australis with accom-
panying maps by the French cartographer, Rovert de Vangondy. 
These showed the discoveries of Tasmania and New Zealand by 
Tasman in 1642 — a copy of which book Cook had with him. 
This was the same book which had inspired Bougainville. Cook 
French map of 1756 used by Cook in 1770. 
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sailed around both islands of New Zealand and set off north-
west for Tasmania, but due to strong southerly gales Lieutenant 
Hicks sighted, not Tasmania, but Cape Everard near Gabo Island. 
In his 100 days in Queensland waters Cook named Magnetic 
Island, Halifax and Rockingham Bay, and landed at Cape 
Grafton, before his troubles started at Cape Tribulation. He 
landed for six weeks on the banks of the Endeavour River to 
repair his boat after stiiking the reef. 
Mclntyre suggests Cook must have had a copy of de Men-
donca's map, for after he struck the reef he warped the Endeavour 
33 miles north-west to the only satisfactory opening on the coast 
for 100 miles, whereas the coast was only 18 miles due west. 
(After reading p.438 of Beaglehole I am not convinced one of the 
mates in the Pinnace found a good harbour two leagues leeward). 
Cook had also been criticised by Alexander Dalrymple (1737-
1808), seventh son of Sir James Dalrymple of Stair in Scotland, 
who in 1769, published an account of the discoveries made in the 
South Pacific Ocean previous to 1764. It was he who suggested to 
the Royal Society that a voyage of discovery should be made to 
find the Great South Land. In fact he hoped to lead such an 
expedition. Dalrymple suggests that Banks had a copy of the 
Torres maps. But there seems to be nothing definite on this point 
and I think Dalrymple was only crying sour grapes. Dalrymple 
named the sfrait after Torres. 
On 28 May 1788, four months after Botany Bay was estab-
lished following the mutiny on the Bounty, 'Breadfruit' Bligh 
who had been sailing master on Cook's second voyage, and eigh-
teen men set off in a 23-foot open launch with a 4-inch freeboard 
with food and water for one week, a sextant and nautical tables 
but no map or chart. This epic voyage of discovery started some 
30 miles from Tofua, about 300 miles south-east of Suva, and in 
fact the party was at volcanic Tofua for about a day and got some 
supplies but were attacked by the natives. Thanks to the counter-
attack of the big quarter-master John Norton the party got away 
and Norton was killed. Then at the suggestion of Will Peckover, 
who had sailed past there with Cook on his first voyage, they set 
sail for Timor 3600 miles away. 
Bligh charted 23 islands in the Fijis, and in spite of heat and 
cold rain and gales, in one month sailed through Bligh Boat 
Entrance in the Barrier Reef and on to Restoration Island, so 
named because it was the anniversary of the restoration of 
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Charles II to the English throne. After staying two days and hav-
ing great feeds of oysters, they sailed up and charted 150 miles of 
the far north Queensland coast rounded Cape York, had a ter-
rible passage through the Prince of Wales Channel in Torres 
Strait and so on to a further 1300 miles of hell to Timor where 
they arrived on 12 June. Two days later they were welcomed by 
the Dutch — these 18 men, skin and bone, their limbs full of 
sores, scarcely able to walk, were greeted in English by an 
Englishman who served them with tea, bread and butter for 
breakfast!! 
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